
Family Group Sheet for John Porter TANNER

Husband: John Porter TANNER

Birth: 06 Jun 1814 in McLean, Kentucky

Census: 1850 in Boon, Warrick, Indiana

Death: 07 Jun 1862 in Columbus, Lowndes, Mississippi, USA; Civil War prisoner

Marriage: 25 Dec 1866 ; nine children

Nancy MCINTOSH

Father: John TANNER

Mother:

Wife: Eliza V DOWNS

Birth: 1813 in Kentucky

Census: 1850 in Boon, Warrick, Indiana

Death: Jan 1863 in Carbondale, Jackson, Illinois

Father: Thomas DOWNS

Mother:

Children:

Name: Lucinda TANNER

Birth: 1832 in Kentucky

Census: 1850 in Boon, Warrick, Indiana

1

F

Name: Albert G TANNER

Birth: 1836 in Kentucky

Census: 1850 in Boon, Warrick, Indiana

Marriage: 15 Mar 1857 in Warrick, Indiana

2

M

Spouse: Hannah LOCKHART

Name: James M TANNER

Birth: 08 Jun 1839 in Warrick, Indiana

Census: 1850 in Boon, Warrick, Indiana

Marriage: 25 Dec 1860 ; same name but no relation, 5 children

Death: 17 Nov 1914 in Clay, Illinois

3

M

Spouse: Mary J TANNER

Other Spouses: Matilda J SAPPINGFIELD (06 Mar 1870 in Clay, Illinois)
Miltis Jane CLIFTON (30 Dec 1891 in Clay, Illinois)

Name: John Riley TANNER

Birth: 04 Apr 1844 in Warrick, Indiana, USA

Census: 1850 in Boon, Warrick, Indiana

Marriage: 25 Dec 1866 in Clay, Illinois

Death: May 1901 in Illinois

4

M

Spouse: Lauretta INGRAHAM

Name: Ermina C TANNER

Birth: 1845 in Warrick, Indiana

Marriage: 10 Apr 1867 in Clay, Illinois

Census: 1870 in Louisville, Clay, Illinois

Death: Bef. 1877 in Clay, Illinois

5

F

Spouse: Thomas J NASH

Name: Frederick TANNER

Birth: 1846 in Warrick, Indiana

Census: 1850 in Boon, Warrick, Indiana

6

M

Notes:



"JAMES M. TANNER, Louisville, was born in Warrick County, Ind., June 8, 1839, and is a brother of Hon. 
John K. Tanner, of Louisville. He spent most of his life on the farm, and attended the common schools in 
the Hoosier State. He came to Clay County in September, 1866, which has since been his home. In 1881, 
he quit the farm and engaged in the saw mill business, and is well he did, for in thus doing he gave 
employment to many whose crops entirely failed that year, and thus kept them above want. He does a very 
extensive business, and is prospering finely. Mr. Tanner was married, December 25, 1860, to Mary J. 
Tanner, a daughter of John B. Tanner (of the same name but no relation). They had five children, but one 
of whom is living-Viola. Mrs. Tanner died in September, 1869, and he married Mrs. Matilda J. 
Missenhimmer, a daughter of Matthias Sappingfield (deceased), and the widow of David Missenhimmer; 
she had three children by Mr. Missenhimmer, but one of whom is living - Hiram K. Mr. and Mrs. Tanner 
have had five children; but two of these are living-Loretta M. and Lillie U. Mr. Tanner was a soldier in the 
late war in Company I, Thirteenth Regiment Illinois Cavalry, and participated in the battles of Helena, siege 
and taking of Vicksburg, and others. He is now a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, and also of 
the Christian Church." 1884 History of Wayne and Clay Counties, Illinois, Part IV, page 156.
"James M. Tanner, for many years identified with the mill and lumber business of Louisville, is adjudged to 
be one of the wealthiest men in Clay county, if not, indeed, the wealthiest. Certain it is that he has 
prospered beyond his fairest dreams of early days, when his possessions were trifling but his ambitions of 
that high order which make success the natural outcome of one's efforts. First as a farmer in a small way 
on a rented farm, then as the proprietor of a farm of which he was the actual owner, later branching out into 
the saw-mill business on a somewhat limited scale which has resulted in the extensive mill and lumber 
business of later years, he has advanced steadily from one phase of prosperity to another until he has 
reached his present high place in the financial affairs of his city and county. He is variously connected with 
a number of the leading enterprises of his community, and his influence has been felt in practically every 
avenue of industry peculiar to his district. He has been identified also with public affairs of the state, and at 
one time was warden of the penitentiary at Chester, Illinois. His life has been one of wide and varied 
interests and he is still occupying a foremost place in the affairs of his city. 
"Born in Indiana, June 8, 1839, James M. Tanner is a son of John and Eliza (Downs) Tanner, both natives 
of Kentucky and born in that state in 1814 and 1813, respectively. In 1833 John Tanner moved to Indiana 
and settled in Warrick county, where he engaged in farming pursuits. In 1858 he removed to Missouri, 
where he became interested in the lumber and mercantile business, locating in that line at Popular Bluff, 
and there erecting the first steam saw mill that town ever possessed. Early in the Civil war Mr. Tanner 
enlisted in the Union army, but after a few months he was furloughed home on account of illness. While at 
home he was made prisoner and taken to Columbus, Mississippi, and died there in the southern prison. 
The years of later life had prospered John Tanner, and he left a comfortable estate for the maintenance of 
his family. He left nine children and his widow at his death. The family were members of the Missionary 
Baptist church from childhood, the father having been reared in that faith. He was a son of John Tanner, a 
native of Virginia, who removed to Kentucky, where he remained until the War of 1812, in which he served, 
passing away a short time after his return from the war. The maternal grandfather of James M. Tanner, of 

Notes: (con't)

John Porter TANNER

"HON. JOHN R. TANNER, State Senator from this district, was born in Warrick County, Ind., April 4, 1844, 
and is a son of John Tanner (deceased), who was born on June 6, 1814. In 1862, our subject came to Clay 
County, locating at Flora. His education was acquired in the common schools of his native State, his 
experiences with the Hoosier schoolmaster having been more limited, however, than he desired. Mr. 
Tanner followed the noble example of his father in selecting his occupation, and is an esteemed and 
popular farmer. His farm consists of about 400 acres of valuable land. In 1863, he enlisted as a private in 
the Ninety-eighth Regiment Illinois Volunteers; served until June, 1865, when he was transferred to the 
Sixty-first Illinois, being mustered out of service at Springfield in September of the same year. He is an Odd 
Fellow, and a member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen. In politics, he is a firm, prominent and 
active Republican. In 1870, he was elected to the office of Sheriff of Clay County, and at the expiration of 
his term of office was chosen Circuit Clerk. In 1876, he was appointed Master in Chancery, and in 1880 
elected to the State Senate over Dr. Shirley, of Xenia, whom he defeated by a majority of nearly 400 votes, 
in a very close district. He was appointed a member of the State Central Committee of the Republican party 
in 1874, and has been retained in that capacity ever since. Mr. Tanner was married, December 25, 1866, to 
Miss Lauretta, daughter of Barton B. Ingraham, of this county. Two children are the fruits of this union - 
Lucinda J. and James M." 1884 History of Wayne and Clay Counties, Illinois, Part IV, page 156-157.
TANNER, JOHN R * PVT * A * 98 IL US INF * FLORA, CLAY CO, IL
TANNER, JOHN R * PVT * B * 61 IL US INF * FLORA, CLAY CO, IL

James M TANNER



HON. JOHN R. TANNER, State Senator from this district, was born in Warrick County, Ind., April 4, 1844, 
and is a son of John Tanner (deceased), who was born on June 6, 1814. In 1862, our subject came to Clay 
County, locating at Flora. His education was acquired in the common schools of his native State, his 
experiences with the Hoosier schoolmaster having been more limited, however, than he desired. Mr. 
Tanner followed the noble example of his father in selecting his occupation, and is an esteemed and 
popular farmer. His farm consists of about 400 acres of valuable land. In 1863, he enlisted as a private in 
the Ninety-eighth Regiment Illinois Volunteers; served until June, 1865, when he was transferred to the 
Sixty-first Illinois, being mustered out of service at Springfield in September of the same year. He is an Odd 
Fellow, and a member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen. In politics, he is a firm, prominent and 
active Republican. In 1870, he was elected to the office of Sheriff of Clay County, and at the expiration of 
his term of office was chosen Circuit Clerk. In 1876, he was appointed Master in Chancery, and in 1880 
elected to the State Senate over Dr. Shirley, of Xenia, whom he defeated by a majority of nearly 400 votes, 
in a very close district. He was appointed a member of the State Central Committee of the Republican party 
in 1874, and has been retained in that capacity ever since. Mr. Tanner was married, December 25, 1866, to 
Miss Lauretta, daughter of Barton B. Ingraham, of this county. Two children are the fruits of this union - 
Lucinda J. and James M. 1884 History of Wayne and Clay Counties, Illinois, Part IV, page 156-157.
"He can trace his ancestry back five generations, the first Tanners having settled in Norfolk, Virginia, at an 
early day. Tanner's creek, which empties into the bay at Norfolk, received its name from this family. The 
name of John seems to have been a favorite one in the Tanner family, for every one of five generations has 
possessed the name. The mother of our sketch was the daughter of Thomas Downs, a prominent Baptist 
clergyman of Kentucky. His father was a farmer, and was one of the patriotic thousands who laid their lives 
upon the altar of their country in the war of the rebellion. He died in a rebel prison in Columbus, Mississippi, 
in 1862, and his wife, the mother of John died in Carbondale, Illinois, in January of the same year." 1895 
History of the Republic Party and Biographies

Notes: (con't)passing away a short time after his return from the war. The maternal grandfather of James M. Tanner, of 
this review, was Thomas Downs, a native of Kentucky. He was a farmer and a Missionary Baptist preacher 
for sixty-five years, dying in the pulpit. 
"Educated in the common schools of Indiana, James M. Tanner passed his boyhood years in like manner 
with the youth of his time and class. In 1862 he enlisted in the Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, having served as 
a scout previous to his enlistment in that regiment. He was captured while on a scouting expedition and 
sent to Columbia, Mississippi, where his father expired as a prisoner. The young man made his escape, 
however, and after enlisting in the Thirteenth Illinois served through to the close of the war, when he came 
to Carbondale, Illinois. In 1865 he moved to Clay county, with the intention of entering on the life of a 
farmer. He was practically penniless, and it was necessary for him to rent a farm to begin operations. After 
a few seasons of strenuous work and planning Mr. Tanner found himself in a position where he was able to 
buy a farm for himself, which he did. He prospered, and in a short while saw an opportunity to engage in 
the saw mill business, and he has since that time been occupied in that industry, with ever increasing 
operations, and has amassed a considerable wealth as the result of his efforts along that line. He was for 
some time associated in the business with his brother, ex-Governor John R. Tanner, as a partner, but for 
the most part has been alone in his operations. He has never entirely given over his early farming interests, 
and is the owner of a magnificent farm of three hundred and forty-seven acres of valuable farm land, and 
devotes much of his attention to stock-breeding, mules being the principal produce of his farm. 
"Mr. Tanner is interested in a number of financial organizations of the county, and is president of the 
Farmers and Merchants National Bank. He was at one time warden of the State Penitentiary at Chester, 
Illinois, and while there devoted his spare moments to writing a book entitled "Genealogy of the Tanner 
Family." The work is a most interesting collection of material and facts relating to the Tanners, and throws 
much light upon the lives and characters of representatives of this fine old name. Mr. Tanner has always 
been a Republican and has-been active in his efforts for the party welfare. He is a member of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, and is past commander of Louisville Chapter, No. 556. He is also a member of the 
Odd Fellows and the Rebekahs. Mr. Tanner bears the distinction of being the oldest resident of Louisville, 
all who were there when he came having died or moved away to other parts. 
"Mr. Tanner has been thrice married. His first marriage occurred on Christmas day of 1860, when Mary J. 
Tanner became his bride. One child was born to them, Viola, who married George Vandever, and she died 
in September, 1871. Mr. Tanner subsequently married Matilda Missenheimer. They became the parents of 
two children, Myrtle, who married John Blacklage, and Lillian, who became the wife of Seymour Hoyt. On 
February 15, 1890, Mrs. Tanner died and in 1892 Mr. Tanner married Mittis J. Clifton, a school-teacher. 
They have two children: Ruby, who is still in the parental home, was graduated from a college in Lexington, 
Kentucky; and James C., now in high school at Louisville. The family are members of the Christian church." 
from History of Southern Illinois, by George W. Smith, published in 1912, volume 3, pages 1647-1648.
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TANNER, JOHN R * PVT * A * 98 IL US INF * FLORA, CLAY CO, IL
TANNER, JOHN R * PVT * B * 61 IL US INF * FLORA, CLAY CO, IL


