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feet and vas only parLially roofed with the trhole Center area rtribhout overhead shel-

ter.

, Approximately 5000 men had been held in Lhis sma1l area from 1863 to 1865' with

little protection from the elements, but it was perhaps the lack of sanitary condi-

tions which caused the most disease and ilIness.

One Surgeon Writfiel.d wrote:
The suppl-y of uater for drinking, cooking, and bathing, as ne1l as

nashing, was conveyed from a artisian well al-ong an open street gutter
for 200 yards, then under the sLreet into the prison" In its course it
was subjected to the washings of hands, feet, faces, and heads of soLd-
iers and citizens. rn it were rinsed buckets, tubs, and spittoons of gro-
ceries, offices and hospital.s; in it could be found the filLh from hogs,
dogs, corrs and horses, and fil-th of all- kinds from the street and other
sources.

The prisoners were given a dail-y ration of corn meal and few ounces of meat. In
uarm weather months, the meat raas so rotLen smelling that many could not eat it.

In February, 1865 the nearby Alabama River, flooded the prison grounds and the
prisoners rrere Left standing in waist deep freezing water. Eventually they were aL-

lowed to coLlect driftwood to pile high enough to a11olr some to escape the high wa-

ter and finally approximately 700 were tal<en to nearby SeLma whil-e the remaining

V
FIl,l
ili

z
o
r0

a
&

o(
I
(
o
E
0

:
d
o
so

LEVATEO WALX OUTSIDE O'

Ei

I
I

TI
FI
EI
olzl

rlhlf,l
ol
(rr

F

DEAO LIHE

)
o

OIt'
<T>x

o
t>oi
Oo()3

I)u
o

OEAO LINE

siH

ii[r


