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Edj-tor's nr)be: l{osfl of this information uas E'i.ven me by l4erle Lacoax
Wbl.:ster, r+ha tms compil.ed qui"Le an amounb of history on the tovnshi-p. )

Thanks l"Ierle !

Clay CorrrlLy is divided into twetve townships and Rible Grove tovnship l-ies in the
NortheasL corner of the counLy. Mr:ch has been wribteir ahor:L L.his old settlement, in--

cl-uding, how iL got i{:s name. Ttiree theories exi-st as bo the name and where it de-

rived frffii. FirsL, some say ib r,ms so named "because Lher eanly seLtlers were strong-
1-y ernbedrJed i.n religi.on. Seccndly, ls the sirnpie str:ry that ib was named fov the
farnilies by the name of Bibl-e u1'rcl lived in t.he area" To me lhe second reason does

not hold much water, as there actually raere not very many by thaL name among the

early seLtlers.
Ttre Lhird, and perhaps ttre mosL accepLed version, is the story about a Bible

beingJ found l:y hunter:s in a grove of tree"s near where the to"rn of Bible Grove now

stands, tlu-rsi Lhe name, Bibl-e Grove Townshtp being bc,rrr.

Although most of us associabe the tervnship of Bib1e Grove wiflh the name GeorEe

lffirical , and riEhtl"y so, he was not the first knr:wn sett-l"er.bo thai: area. As ferr as

can be ascerbained, the first set,Llemenl was made in 1835 by Cyrus l&son in Sec. 31.

He 'was said to have been highl). Lhoughb of inb l-ef i: the counLy afLer only a few

ysars,. gr:ing to southern Ill.inr:is riear Mcleansboro"

Geor-ge W" t&nim.L (1"860), The Man rt{ro Laid Out 1'tie Town of Bible Grove.
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